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Introduction 
 

Histories of education have long unfolded across a multiplicity of scales, boundaries, and borders. 
From the ‘intimate’ space of the classroom to the global circulation of educational ideas and reforms, 
historians of education have continuously questioned how and where to situate and how to define 
their histories. Certainly in recent decades, scholarship in the history of education has increasingly 
moved beyond state-centered and institutional frameworks toward more locally and contextually-
situated, transnational, and entangled approaches. In doing so, historians of education have sought 
to connect multiple analytical scales and, in the process, have pushed the boundaries of the field 
itself. This reorientation has invited deeper reflections on how methodological and conceptual 
choices define, or even make fragile, the borders of our scholarly practice, and on how rethinking 
those borders may open new possibilities for understanding the complexities of education in the 
past. After all, scales, boundaries, and borders, whether conceptual, disciplinary, or spatial, have 
shaped not only how education has been practiced in the past, but also how that past is studied, 
narrated, and understood. For each line the historian of education draws or crosses may 
fundamentally reshape the histories they write. 

The 2026 Histories of Education Summer School invites emerging historians of education to reflect 
on their methodological choices with regards to the scales and borders in/of their analysis, on the 
politics of spatial framing, and on the epistemological implications of where and how we draw the 
lines of our historical inquiries. It encourages participants not only to ask how educational 
phenomena have traveled, transformed, and gained meaning across a multiplicity of geographical 
contexts and historical periods, but also to how  changing the scale or extending the boundaries of 
our historical inquiry may reshape our understanding of the educational past. 

Specifically, the Summer School invites participants to consider: 

 How do choices of scale (ranging from the micro to the macro, from the local to the global, 
from the nation-state to the municipality, from the urban to the rural, or from the 
individual/personal to the societal) shape the narratives we construct about education in the 
past? What becomes visible or obscured when we zoom in or zoom out in our historical 
analyses? 

 In what ways do boundaries and borders, whether geographical, institutional, disciplinary, or 
conceptual, structure our historical understanding of education in the past? Can 
transgressing such borders uncover alternative routes and genealogies within the history of 
education? 

 What happens when we understand borders not as fixed lines of division but as zones of  
contact, translation, negotiation, and exchange? How might this perspective challenge 
conventional notions of (national) education systems or an assumed universality of 
pedagogical thought? 



Through lectures, seminars, and collaborative workshops, the Summer School offers participants an 
opportunity to engage with these questions, present their own research, and collectively explore 
how rethinking scales, boundaries, and borders can generate new insights into the history of 
education.  

 

Practical information  
 

Format and venue   

The Summer School adopts a hybrid format. On September 1, 2 and 3, 2026, a series of online 
activities will be organized, prior to and in preparation of the on campus program. The ‘on-site’ 
program will take place the week after, between September 7 to 11, 2026. On September 16 and 
17, two online, closing sessions will take place online again. For the online program, registered 
participants will receive an MS-Teams link for each day. The on campus program will take place in 
the buildings of the Van Den Heuvelinstituut (VHI), located in the Dekenstraat 2, BE-3000 Leuven. 
For more information on the location and accessibility of the buildings, see: 
https://www.kuleuven.be/kulag/en/gebouw/108-01.  

 

Social activities 

Apart from keynote lectures, workshops and discussion seminars (cf. below for more information), 
the program includes several social activities, including:  

- A welcome reception 
- Two visits to local heritage sites and museums (details to be confirmed later)  
- A sportive intermezzo  
- And a dinner, offered by the Summer School (details to be confirmed later)  

 

More details about (the planning of) these events are included in the program below. Please note 
that this is a preliminary draft of the program that may be subject to change. The final program 
will be published and distributed by the start of the registrations.  

Lunches and coffee/tea breaks are provided throughout the on-campus Summer School. Please note, 
however, that – with the exception of the Summer School Dinner – participants are expected to 
make dinner arrangements independently.  

 

  



Transportation and accommodation 

Transportation and accommodation are not covered by the organization. Hence, participants are 
expected to organize their trips independently. More information about accommodation options in 
and transportation to the city of Leuven can be found on the webpage of the Summer School. For 
more information about ticketing, pricing and timetables of the Belgian Railway Services 
(NMBS/SNCB), visit: https://www.belgiantrain.be/.  

 
Preparations, readings and deadlines   
 

Essay  

Participants are invited to write an essay of maximum 5 pages in which they reflect on the potential 
of the overarching topic of the summer school for their research project. In their essays, participants 
may highlight how their research project has engaged with ‘scales, borders and/or boundaries’ thus 
far, what pathways they see for developing their research project in that respect, which questions 
they (still) have, etc.  

These essays need to be submitted via email (sarah.vanruyskensvelde@kuleuven.be) by August 
28, 2026 at the very latest.  

Early September, these essays will be sent around to all participants. This means that all participants 
are expected to read all essays prior to the start of the on-campus program.  

 

Preparatory reading materials  

In preparation to the on-campus program, some of the online sessions will focus on a discussion of 
the following reading materials:  

 

Reading for the film seminar on September 2, 2026: 

Zhao, W., Popkewitz, T. S., & Autio, T. (2022). Historicizing curriculum knowledge translation and 
onto-epistemic coloniality. In W. Zhao, T. S. Popkewitz, & T. Autio (Eds.), Epistemic colonialism and 
the transfer of curriculum knowledge across borders: Applying a historical lens to contest unilateral 
logics (pp. 3–18). Routledge. https://doi.org/10.4324/9780429323027  

 

  



Readings for the discussion seminars on September 3, 2026: 

 

Conrad, S. (1999). What Time is Japan? Problems of Comparative (Intercultural) 
Historiography. History and Theory, 38(1), 67–83. http://www.jstor.org/stable/2505317 

Schiel, J. (2009). Crossing Paths between East and West. The Use of Counterfactual Thinking for the 
Concept of “Entangled Histories.” Counterfactual Thinking, 34(2 (128)), 161–183. 
https://doi.org/10.12759/hsr.34.2009.2.161-183 

Lawn, M. (2002). Borderless Education. In: Nóvoa, A., Lawn, M. (eds) Fabricating Europe. Springer, 
Dordrecht. https://doi.org/10.1007/0-306-47561-8_3 

Ingold, T. (2017). On Human Correspondence. Journal of the Royal Anthropological Institute 23 (1): 
9–27.  

 

All participants are expected to have read these four papers before the start of the online program, 
and prepare at least two questions per paper.  

 

  



Detailed program  
 

Online program September 1-3, 2026 
Tuesday, September 1 
MS Teams  

09:00 – 10:00 Welcome and introduction 
Sarah Van Ruyskensvelde 
10:15 – 12:15 Participant presentations  
Moderated by Sarah Van Ruyskensvelde  
All participants prepare one slide that briefly presents their 
research. Each presentation will take no more than 10 minutes.  
13:00 – 14:00 Introduction to the program 
Sarah Van Ruyskensvelde  

Wednesday September 2 
MS Teams  

9:00 – 11:00 Film Seminar  
Carol Black  
Schooling the World (2010)  
11:00 -11:30 Break 
12:00-14:00  Group discussions  
The participants will be divided into smaller groups (break-out 
rooms) to discuss the film Schooling the World, which they 
confront with their reading of the text by Zhao, Popkewitz & 
Autio (2022).  

Thursday September 3  
MS Teams  

09:00 – 13:00 Group discussions of the preparatory reading 
materials  
Moderated by Pieter Verstraete and Sarah Van Ruyskensvelde 
The participants will be divided into two groups (break-out 
rooms). The first group starts with a discussion of the first two 
texts, the second group with the last two (cf. supra). After 1 hour, 
and a short break, the groups switch, so that all 
participants/groups have discussed all four texts. This session will 
end with a plenary discussion session that brings together the 
insights of the group discussions.  

On Campus Program 15-19 September 2026 (KU Leuven, Belgium) 
Monday September 7, 2026 
KU Leuven  
 

10:00 – 10:30 Registration and welcome coffee  
10:30-12:00 Keynote lecture  
Prof. Johannes Westberg   
Scales of Schooling: The Regional, the Local, and the Making of 
Educational Histories.  
12:00 – 13:00 Lunch 
13:00-14:30 Round-table discussion 
Crossing the Lines of Visibility: Scaling Educational Histories Beyond 
Borders and Audiences: a round-table discussion. 
This round table interrogates how scholars in the history of 
education can transcend linguistic, institutional, and geopolitical 
boundaries in publishing and public engagement. 
It asks what it means to “scale” our work, e.g. across journals, 



publics, and contexts, without flattening its historical and local 
specificity. In doing so, this session will collectively reflect on 
strategies for making educational histories resonate 
internationally while questioning who gets to circulate, translate, 
and be heard. 
14:30-15:00 Break 
15h-17h Visit and social activity 
More information will follow    
17:00 – 19:00 Welcome reception 
More information will follow  

Tuesday September 8, 2026 
KU Leuven 
 

10:00 – 11:30 Keynote lecture  
Lourens van Haaften 
Rethinking Boundaries: Methodological Nationalism, Spatial Turns, 
and the History of Education 
11:45-12:30 Online lecture  
Christian Ydesen  
Governing Futures through Education: Historical Lessons for Times 
of Global Polycrisis 
12:30-13:30 Lunch  
13:30-16:00 Discussions of essays (pt. 1)  
Group discussions on the basis of the essays that participants 
wrote. For more information on the essay, cf. supra. Each group 
discussion will be moderated by one experienced scholar.  

Wednesday September 9, 
2026 
KU Leuven  
 

10:00 – 11:30 Keynote lecture 
Tina Van der Vlies  
Rethinking the History of Education through Epistemic Disobedience 
11:30 – 11:45 Break  
11:45 – 12:30 Traces of the Days. Writing ourselves into the 
Summer School 
During this session, participants will independently or in small 
groups reflect on the first days of the Summer School and write an 
entry in what will become a ‘diary’. In this diary, they will reflect 
on what stood out for them during the sessions (including the 
activities), what questions this provoked, … . 
12:30-13:30 Lunch  
13:30 – 16:00 Discussion of essays (pt 2) 
Group discussions on the basis of the essays that participants 
wrote. For more information on the assignment, cf. supra. Each 
group discussion will be moderated by one experienced scholar. 
16:00 – 17:30 Visit and workshop in the Center for Agrarian History 
18:30 - … Dinner offered by the Summer School  
More information will follow   

  



Thursday September 10, 
2026 
KU Leuven 
 

10:00 – 11:30 Keynote lecture  
Merethe Roos  
Borderless history? A transnational approach to European 
educational history 
11:30-11:45 Break 
11:45-12:30 Online lecture  
Inés Dussel  
How to write local histories of education beyond localism? 
Reflections on scale and context in the historiography of education 
12:30 – 13:30 Lunch 
13:30 – 16:00 Discussion of essays (pt 3) 
Group discussions on the basis of the essays that participants 
wrote. For more information on the assignment, cf. supra. Each 
group discussion will be moderated by one experienced scholar. 

 17:00 – 18:30 Spicing Up the Summer School with Sports   
Participants are invited to join for a 1.5 hour badminton class, 
under the supervision of Pieter Verstraete.  

Friday September 11, 2026 
  KU Leuven  

10:00 – 11:30 keynote lecture 
Geert Thyssen 
Thinking with_against boundaries: Borders and incisions in 
reconfiguring historiography of education" 
11:30 – 12:30 Traces of the Days. Writing ourselves into the Summer 
School 
During this session, participants will independently or in small 
groups reflect on the first days of the Summer School and write an 
entry in what will become a ‘diary’. In this diary, they will reflect 
on what stood out for them during the sessions (including the 
activities), what questions this provoked, … . 
12:30 – 13:30 Last lunch   
13:30 – 16:00 Workshop From Notes to Nodes. Making the Summer 
School Public 
In a last workshop, we will do an exercise to transform the 
participants’ accumulated reflections, questions, and inspirations 
from their diaries into an ‘public intervention’ (a public act, an 
object, or narrative) that communicates the key insights of the 
Summer School on Scales, Borders, and Boundaries to a broader 
academic audience. 
16:00 – 16:30 Farewell  

Online program September 15-16, 2026 
Tuesday 15 September, 
2026  
Online 

10:00 – 11:30 Keynote lecture 
To be confirmed  
11:30 – 12: 00 Break 
12:00 – 13:30 Testimonial from a PhD student 
To be confirmed    

  



Friday 16 September, 2026  
Online 

10:00 – 12:00 Making the Summer School Public  
Discussion of the workshop From Notes to Nodes. Making the 
Summer School Public. What was the idea, and who does what 
to make this happen?  
12:00 – 12:30 Break 
12:30 – 13:00 Closing Session 
Valérie Van Hees, Sarah Van Ruyskensvelde & Pieter Verstraete 
Feedback and Evaluation 

  



List of participants  
  



Presentation of the organizing committee  
Prof. dr. Sarah Van Ruyskensvelde, KU Leuven is an Assistant Professor in History of Education at 
KU Leuven. Her research focuses on various aspects of the history of modern education systems in 
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. She has a keen interest in new and established research 
approaches and methodologies for history of education research. Sarah Van Ruyskensvelde is co-
convenor of Network 17: Histories of Education within the European Educational Research 
Association (EERA), a board member of the Belgian-Dutch Association for the History of Education 
(BENGOO), a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Dutch National Museum of Education 
and chair of the Paedagogica Historica Foundation. 

Prof. dr. Pieter Verstraete, KU Leuven is a full professor at KU Leuven, where he teaches and 
researches the history of education. He also leads the international Master of Educational Studies 
and is president of BENGOO, the Belgian-Dutch society for the history of education. Pieter 
Verstraete’s work focuses on how we remember and understand education—especially in relation 
to special education, inclusive practices, and the voices often left out of traditional histories. He’s 
particularly interested in creative and participatory ways of exploring the past, including how sound 
and silence have shaped classroom experiences. Beyond academia, he curates the annual Leuven 
DisABILITY Film Festival, which opens up conversations around disability, diversity, and learning 
through film. His latest research looks at the work of Lea Dasberg and the idea of “pedagogies of 
hope.” He is editor of the international journal Paedagogica Historica and serves on the editorial 
board of Pedagogische Studiën. His newest book, Quiet Classrooms, will be published by Routledge 
in April 2025. With his mix of scholarly insight and public engagement, Pieter Verstraete brings fresh 
perspectives to the way we think about education—past, present, and future. 

Prof. dr. Johannes Westberg, University of Groningen is a Full Professor of Theory and History of 
Education, and chair of the basic unit of Pedagogy, at the University of Groningen, Netherlands, a 
position he has held since 2020. Westberg promotes the use of historical perspectives and methods 
within the field of educational research and has paid interest in questions regarding the how's and 
why's of educational expansion, not the least the rise of mass schooling during the 19th century and 
the expansion of ECCE since the 1960s. In addition to his academic role, he is actively involved in 
various professional activities. He serves as the research leader of the Nordic Graduate School in 
Applied History of Education (2020–2025) and has organised the Nordic Network in the History of 
Education since 2008. He is a member of the editorial teams of Paedagogica Historica and Nordica 
Journal of Educational History, and the editorial boards of several journals including History of 
Education, History of Education Quarterly, and Historia y Memoria de la Educación. Westberg has 
successfully secured external research funding, receiving 52.1 million SEK (about 5 million euros) as 
a Principal Investigator since 2008. He has also played a key role in organizing international 
conferences and workshops, including ISCHE 42 ONLINE in 2021 and the annual Groningen/KU 
Leuven Summer Schools in the History of Education.  

 



Presentation of presenters   

Prof. dr. Inés Dussel is Full-Time Researcher at the Department of Educational Research-Cinvestav, 
Mexico, a top leading public research institution in Latin America. She got her Ph.D. at the University 
of Wisconsin-Madison and was Director of the Education Area, Latin American School for the Social 
Sciences (Argentina). She has published extensively on the history of schooling and pedagogy and 
on the changes brought by visual and digital media. She has been a visiting scholar at the Universities 
of Melbourne, Paris 8, and Humboldt-zu-Berlin. She was President of the International Standing 
Conference for the History of Education (ISCHE) (2022-2025). In 2018 she received the Humboldt 
Research Award in Germany, in recognition of her research trajectory.  

Prof. dr. Merethe Roos, University of South-Eastern Norway (PhD 2010) is full professor in history 
at University of South-Eastern Norway, and professor II at Western Norway University of Applied 
Sciences. She earned a FDHC (Honorary Doctorate) from Uppsala University in 2024 for her efforts 
in establishing a research environment for educational history in Norway. She has published several 
internationally and nationally acclaimed monographs, edited works, and articles in seminal scientific 
journals. Her research interests include 18th-21th century educational history, emphasizing the 
intersection of state, church, and school, and content-based analysis of historical textbooks. She is 
a board member of several scientific journals, and has been the editor-in-chief of Norway’s most 
important pedagogical journal (Norsk Pedagogisk Tidsskrift) since 2013. She is also the deputy leader 
of the board of the Norwegian Non-Fictional Writers and Translators Association, and is a frequent 
contributor to the national public debate on education and educational media in Norway. Roos has 
been a lecturer at the RUG Summer School (Groningen) in 2022-2024, and is an experienced 
supervisor and lecturer on all academic levels (bachelor, master, phd).  

Prof. dr. Geert Thyssen is Associate Professor in Educational Sciences at the Western Norway 
University of Applied Sciences. At this university, he is Head of the History group of the Kindergarten 
Knowledge Centre for Systemic Research on Diversity and Sustainable Futures (KINDknow). He is 
Member of the Executive Committee of the History of Education Society (UK), Editor of History of 
Education (Taylor & Francis), and Link Convenor of Network 17. Histories of Education of the 
European Educational Research Association. To date he has obtained circa 1,700.000 euro in 
external funding. In his research so far, he has explored health and related citizenship education, 
educational reform and heritage projects, body-sensory and nutritional education, education and 
dis/ability, community education involving street art, and education and transgenderism and gender 
non-conformity. Among recent (co-)publications of his are: Thyssen, G., & Ødegaard, E.E. (in press). 
“Urban-coastal art and embodied re-membering of education: Reading ‘StreetWise’ and ‘One 
Ocean–Ocean Portrait’ through one another as cases of collaborative, artivist storying”. Historia y 
Memoria de la Educación, 23 (2026); Thyssen, G. (in press). “Street(-)Wise history with Latour and 
Barad? Pushing forward the historiography of education through activist, posthumanist exploration 
of street art in Porto, Portugal”. In: Bruno Latour: Pädagogische Lektüren, eds. Hans Schildermans 
et al. (Springer); Martins, C., & Thyssen, G. (2025). “Imagining trans past yet to come: A reparative 



essay in the aid of decolonising historiography of education”. Paedagogica Historica (2025): 1-16. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/00309230.2025.2551958; and Thyssen, G. (2024). “Closures and apertures 
of boundary as a theoretical-methodological lens: Historiography of education as boundary-drawing 
knowledge making”, in Passaggi di frontiera. La storia dell’educazione: confini, identità, esplorazioni, 
eds. Fulvio De Giorgi et al. (Messina University Press). 

Prof. dr. Tina van der Vlies is an Associate Professor in the History Department at Erasmus University 
Rotterdam, the Netherlands. She also is a member of the Scientific Advisory Board of the Dutch 
National Museum of Education. From 2022-2024, she was affiliated with the University of 
Cambridge (UK). Her work engages with history, heritage, education, and (de)colonization, 
discussing histories of knowledge production, contestation, and circulation. Her work has been 
awarded with several prizes, such as the Erasmus University Research Prize (2021) and the Georg 
Eckert Research Award (2022). 

Dr. Lourens van Haaften, University of Groningen is a historian of higher education with expertise 
in Science and Technology Studies (STS) and governmentality approaches. His work centers on the 
internationalization of education, with a particular focus on India, examining how knowledge 
institutions mediate power relations across global and local contexts. Using archival research and 
critical analysis, he traces how educational systems have structured inclusion and exclusion, shaped 
by transnational governance and geopolitical forces. His methodological approach combines 
historical analysis with an awareness of how knowledge production is embedded in broader social, 
political, and economic transformations. 

Prof. dr. Christian Ydesen is Chair of History of Education and Education Policy Analysis at the 
Department of Education, University of Zürich, Switzerland, and an Honorary Research Fellow at the 
Department of Education, University of Oxford, United Kingdom. He has held visiting researcher 
positions at the University of Edinburgh (2008–2009, 2016), the University of Birmingham (2013), 
the University of Oxford (2019), and the University of Milan (2021, 2024). His research explores 
international organizations, the global governance of education, educational testing and 
assessment, as well as accountability and diversity in education from historical, comparative, and 
international perspectives. He has published extensively in these areas, contributing numerous book 
chapters and journal articles. Since 2025, he has served as Co-Editor-in-Chief of the European 
Educational Research Journal. 
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